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THE SECOND SEMESTER... 
It is certainly hard to believe we are already in the second semester of the school year. We are so 

thankful your continued support of your child, our teachers, and the Holabird community, especially 

in such a transitional year. In this publication, we will share highlights from each department for all 

grades, from Littlest Eagles to our 8th Graders. Please remember to stay connected with regular 

updates and reminders on our ALL STUDENTS Schoology page.  

As always, we remind our families how critical daily attendance is for students. Arriving to school on 

time every day sets students up for success, not only for the current school year, but for their educa-

tional journey. MSDE expects all students to meet the 94% attendance benchmark each school year.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We are looking ahead to the following dates: 

• Wednesday, February 23: 2nd Annual Black History Month Trivia & Showcase 

• Friday, March 18: 3-hr early dismissal 

• Friday, April 1: End of Q3, 3-hr early dismissal  

  

PTA: 

Thank You for supporting Holabird PTA. The $8.00 membership helps to support so many activities 
throughout the year. Please consider joining. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

 

Important Magnet Note for 
parents/guardians:  

The timeline for magnet programs 

still applies.   Lottery results will be 

made by email on March 4.  Parents 

will have until March 18 to accept or 

decline.  If your child is offered a seat 

and you do not respond by March 18, 

the seat will be revoked.   It is the 

parents’ responsibility to check their 

email and respond by the dead-

line.  Parents may do so by logging in 

to the online application system.  If 

they have trouble logging in, you can 

accept or decline via email 

to Magnet@bcps.org.    

mailto:Magnet@bcps.org.Please


Our school counseling department is dedicated to providing a comprehensive school 

counseling program to alleviate barriers and help all students reach their fullest po-

tential.  

Current/Upcoming Classroom Lessons Counseling Department  
4th & 5th:   
Celebrating Differences  
Mindfulness  
  
6th Grade:   
Healthy Friendships   
Goal Setting   
  
7th:   
Executive Functioning   
Career Explorer, Naviance   
6 Year Plans, Naviance (ongoing)   
  
8th:   
Strength Explorer, Naviance   
Healthy Relationships   
6 Year Plans, Naviance (ongoing)   

   
Dundalk High School and Patapsco High School-CFA met with 8th grade students regard-
ing course electives for 9th grades. If you have questions, please reach out to your child’s 
zoned high school, and ask to speak with their 9th grade school counselor.   
  
  
UMBC-ETS Mentors, grades 6-8, have completed their check-ins and surveys. We are 

planning an evening event with UMBC-ETS team with the theme of: Goal Settings and 

Guest Speaker, tentatively set for March 10th. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

SCHOOL COUNSEL-
ING DEPARTMENT 

FALS Functional Academic Learn Skills 
Program – For Third quarter, students will 
be working on improving their instructional 
level reading comprehension, identify types 
of figurative language in text, learning 
about the solar system and reading about 
civil leaders in history, who have worked 
for equal rights. In mathematics students 
will be working on budgeting money and 
simulating a restaurant casher to practice 
vocational skills. 

March 9th 2022 - Students will be attend-
ing a Community Based Instruction field 
trip to Arts on Stage to observe the Shang-
hei Circus performance. Prior to this trip 
students will learn about Chinese culture. 

SEL Services – Social Emotional Learning 
– Social Skills class and check in services – 
Students will be learning about managing 
emotions, and self-management which will 
include sustaining attention and focusing 
skills. 

All IEP Students: Parents and guardians, 
please check your email for notification for 
IEP teams. IEP notifications and documen-
tation will be sent to the email address that 
is registered with Holabird STEM/Middle 
School. 

 

You can reach the 
school counseling of-
fice and individual 
counselors by calling 
443-809-7148 

or by email at the fol-

lowing addresses: 

Ms. Beckmann, 4th and 5th 

grades  

pbeckmann@bcps.org 

Ms. Ferges, 6th grade (last 

names ending M-Z) and 7th 

grade  

jferges@bcps.org 

Mrs. Cosgrove, 6th grade (last 

names ending A-L) and 8th 

grade  

ncosgrove@bcps.org 

Ms. Edwards, School Counsel-

ing Secretary  

 gedwards@bcps.org 
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World Languages: French & Spanish 

Students continue to work through beginning, intermediate, and 

advanced levels of world languages. Please be sure to encourage 

your child to practice vocabulary and fluency nightly. Coach 

classes are available.  

mailto:pbeckmann@bcps.org
mailto:jferges@bcps.org
mailto:atelford@bcps.org
mailto:atelford@bcps.org
mailto:atelford@bcps.org
mailto:atelford@bcps.org


ART DEPARTMENT 

Ms. Loxley Mrs. Peller  

Mr. Chipps Mrs. Sura 

4th and 5th Grade ART 

Students spent time learning how to follow a set of steps in order to draw an 
image. They also learned about positive and negative space and used it in an 
abstract design. 

6th Grade ART 

The 6th graders completed their studies of the Art Elements with a self-portrait 
multi-media assessment. Students used line, shape and color with paint, mark-
er and colored pencil to create a work of art that represented themselves. Stu-
dents learned the correct facial feature placement and proportions as well as 
included items that told more about themselves. 

7th Grade ART 

In 7th grade art, we started our semester exploring the color wheel, warm and cool colors and 
mark making. The students used their creativity skills and their knowledge of warm and cool 
colors to create a vintage travel poster for a planet they imagined. We explored identity through 
making medieval shields. This project allowed the students to create a “family crest” type symbol 
and paint it on their shields. We finished our semester exploring paper mache and clay. 

8th Grade ART 

The 8th graders studied NOTANS and the effect of positive and negative space in an image. They 
completed a series of images while using a rubric to judge their work and the work of others. They 
challenged themselves to “level up” on each project to create a more complicated image. 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY: GATE-
WAY TO TECHNOLOGY 

Holabird’s PLTW department has 
been focusing on giving students 
hands-on experiences in Engineer-
ing.   From Artificial Foot Orthosis, 
Robotics gears trains, to custom 
airplane designs, our students are 
building prototypes to gain real 
world experiences.    

We are also strengthening our 
relationships with Dundalk High 
schools PLTW and P-TECH pro-
grams to help students continue 
with their experiences in high 
school.  
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From the Staff Development Team 

Mrs. Franklin & Mr. Kotarides 

Hello Holabird Community!  We hope that the New Year has begun on a great 
note for you and your family.  I am excited to tell you that I will be working with 
the Leadership Team to participate in a book study on a book called Learning 
By Doing A Handbook for Professional Learning Communities at Work by 
Richard DuFour.  The book is a guide for creating professional learning 
communities (PLC's) at Holabird STEM/MS to better support our young 
scholars.  What is a PLC you ask?  That is a great question!  A PLC is 
an ongoing process in which educators work collaboratively in recuring 
cycles of collective inquiry and action research to achieve bet-
ter results for the students they serve.  In simple terms at Holabird we aim to 
create communities of teachers that identify problems, concerns, areas of need 
and try to come up with solutions and implement them.  We then look at the 
data of our efforts and decide how it is working.  We adjust as needed and mon-
itor.  The cycle begins again.   Think of it as an evidence-based way to find solu-
tions to support our Holabird Community.  If you want to know more about 
professional learning communities, please don't hesitate to reach out. 



Ca

AVID:  

ADVANCEMENT  

VIA  

INDIVIDUAL  

DETERMINATION 

 

——FROM OUR NEW SOCIAL WORKER, Ms. 

Amanda Olsen 

School social work is back in its 

full capacity at Holabird! Aman-

da Olsen came on board in late 

November as our full-time 

school social worker. In addition 

to seeing students on her case-

load for regular therapeutic 

sessions, she is also available for 

helping families connect with 

community resources, advocate 

for their students, and explore 

parenting strategies to improve 

student well-being. If you feel 

her services may be of help, 

please reach out 

at aolsen2@bcps.org.  

AVID Middle: 

In AVID 6 students have been 
researching potential careers and 
evaluating the different options 
they can choose from and how 
those jobs help the community. 
Students are writing a narrative 
story about their experiences so 
far in middle school in order to 
give advice to new students to 
Holabird Middle.  
In AVID 7 students have been 
creating memoirs about signifi-
cant events in their lives and how 
those events have helped shape 
who they are today. Students 
in AVID 7 are currently research-
ing prominent African American 
figures and creating a pennant 
with information about those 
figures.  
Our AVID 8 students have had a 
Socratic Seminar about the ef-
fects of social media and our ide-
as of body image. Current-
ly, AVID 8 students are learning 
about test taking strategies to 
improve their scores for the up-
coming MAP assessments.   

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

In 4th grade  language arts classes, we finished unit three. Students analyzed various infographics and 
determined the text structure. Students evaluated whether the text structure was a successful way to 
present the information. Students chose a social issue topic that they were interested in. They used multi-
ple sources to form an opinion about the issue and used reasons and evidence to support their opinion. In 
addition, they constructed an infographic to share their findings with the class. Students are now into 
unit four. We will be reading the novel Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai. This novel is in the 
form of narrative poetry. The novel describes a character journey traveling from Vietnam to America 
during the Vietnam War. Students have begun to research Vietnam to understand the culture, which will 
help them comprehend the book. Later in the unit, students will construct a digital resource providing 
background information about Vietnam and reflect on how their research of Vietnam helped them better 
understand the novel.  

In the 5th grade language arts classes, we finished unit three. During this unit, students have been apply-
ing their knowledge about the American Revolution while exploring the historical fiction genre. Students 
have also been reading and discussing historical fiction novels in a literature circle format to learn and 
apply various speaking and listening and literary reading standards. As we head into Unit 4, students will 
begin to examine a variety of literary texts including tall tales, poetry, and novels. They'll continue sum-
marizing and determining the theme of texts while being introduced to the concept of tone. They will 
analyze author's craft to determine how authors create high quality pieces of writing.  

6th grade is currently reading My Life in Dog Years. Our unit 3 focus is on elements of short stories, including plot 
structure, point of view, and characterization. 

Students will be reading and interacting with multiple short stories this quarter. Students will identify literary 
elements used in the stories and examine how the elements work together to create the narrative. Throughout the 
unit, students will have the opportunity to write several creative narrative pieces that incorporate the key literary 
elements we will be studying. 

7th grade classes are currently reading Fever 1793. Our unit 3 focus is historical fiction, so we are reviewing back-
ground information about historical events in order to compare it to the historical fiction counterpart. 

8th grade classes are examining the struggles of fitting into a new culture through poetry, short stories, and non-
fiction essays. Meanwhile, we are reading the novel Miles Morales, Spiderman. Parents, remember to check and 
sign your student’s reading log each night! 

In reading, the Read180 students are using informational texts to ready about water usage. We are learning about 
droughts and how we can reduce our direct and indirect water usage. Additionally, we are writing argumentative 
texts to prove which articles have the strongest reasons. 

The ELA department would also like to acknowledge the Holabird winners of the Black History Month contest. 
They are Jamie Diaz-Sorto, Hailey Paige-Richards, Carlie Horton, and Lexii Ellingson. Congratulations! 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

4th Grade- The fourth grade is finishing 
Unit 2 which was about the Earliest 
Americans. They will begin Unit 3 which 
is about how Explorers opened the world 
with their new knowledge they gained 
from their explorations. 

5th Grade- The fifth grade is working on 
Unit 2 which still has students learning 
about the American Revolution and will 
begin to work on Unit 3 which is about 
the beginning of our country after the 
American Revolution. 

6th Grade- The sixth grade is finishing 
Unit 2 which had students learn about 
Foundational Civilizations and will begin 
to work on Unit 3 which is about Emerg-
ing Powers. In this unit students will 
learn about how geographic, social, polit-
ical, and economic factors contributed to 
the rise of influential empires in regions 
like Greece and India. 

7th Grade- The seventh grade is in the 
process of completing Unit 2 which had 
students learn about Medieval Europe 
and will begin to work on Unit 3. This 
unit is about which is about how key 
events lead to political, social, and eco-
nomic change throughout various regions 
around the world prior to the Renais-
sance. 

8th Grade- In the eighth grade we are 
completing Unit 2 in which students 
learned about our early nation including 
the major principles of our American 
form of democracy and will begin to 
work on Unit 3. This unit is about which 
is about how did geographic and eco-
nomic growth, political shifts, and chang-
ing social structures lead to divisions 
within the United States. 
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Grade 4 math classes have been learning a variety of addition and subtraction strategies to help them 
decide which strategy is most efficient for a particular problem.  Recently, the fourth-grade classes 
have been learning about different types of measurement and how to convert between units of meas-
urement.  The advanced math class has been learning a variety of multiplication strategies to multiply 
two-digit by two -digit problems fluently. 
 
Grade 5  math classes have just wrapped up our study of multiplication and division with whole 
numbers and decimals. Please continue to encourage your child to utilize these skills in everyday 
life.  It's great to see multiplication and division skills modeled by adults, especially when kids can 
participate.  Our next unit of study is on multiplying and dividing fractions.  These are some sophisti-
cated skills, so please look out for extra practice as homework and have your child show you some 
examples of what he or she is learning each day. First in Math is a terrific app for practicing all math 
skills.  Students have free access to this app on their Chromebooks and are welcome to access it when 
at home.  They can earn virtual stickers while practicing and learning math.  
 
 
Grade 6 –Students continue to build upon skills developed in the beginning of the school year as 
they solved through topics related to Ratios and Proportions. We are gearing up to begin our 
next unit on equivalent expressions. 
Grade 7 - Students discussed topics related to Ratios and Proportionality. Currently, we are 
working on topics related to expressions, equations and inequalities. 
Grade 8 – During Quarter 2 students worked with Proportional and Non-Proportional Relation-
ships, as well as Solving Equations and Systems of Equations. In quarter 3, students are starting 
off with their Statistics unit. 
Algebra 1 – Students actively worked on topics related to Exploring Linear Relationships. In 
quarter 3 students will explore the topics of exponential and quadratic functions. 
Geometry – Students during Quarter 2 worked on Geometric Reasoning and eventually moved 
towards Perpendicular and Parallel Lines. In quarter 3 students are exploring topics around simi-
larity. 
 

MATH DEPARTMENT 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
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From our  

PE Department: 

 

The students are doing a great 
job in Physical Educa-
tion!  Currently, they are in the 
Net/ Wall Unit.  Net/ Wall 
games are activities in which 
players send an object towards 
a court or target area that an 
opponent is defending.  Some 
examples of Net/ Wall games 
include badminton, volleyball, 
pickle ball and table tennis. In 
addition, students are partici-
pating in warm-up activities to 
improve their overall 
health.  Warm-ups exercises 
addresses strength building, 
flexibility to cardiovascu-
lar.  We are excited for warm 
weather to come in order to get 
everyone outside to enjoy the 
sunshine and fresh air!  

In science, the 4th grade classes have been finishing up their Geologic Journeys 
science unit by investigating how thew Earth changes over time 
 
In 5th grade science, we have been learning about ecosystems and energy/matter 
transfers. We are also working on building straw rockets as models and experi-
ments for our bottle rockets. This part of the "Blast Off" unit is being completed 
in our EIE classes.  The students will construct and launch a chemically powered 
rocket!  Our next unit is titled "Where's the Water." This is a unit that dives deep 
into the source and importance of water and how it interacts with the earth and 
humans. Ask your child how water can do amazing and destructive things!  
 
6th graders are completing their third unit on forces and motion by creating an evi-
dence-based argument that supports or refute the claim school buses should have seat-
belts. We will begin our next unit by travelling to space and learning about the solar 
system; the relationships between the sun, moon, and Earth; and other galactical parts 
of the Universe. 
  
7th graders are currently finishing up the Chemical Magic Unit.  During this unit, they 
learned all about chemical reactions and chemistry.  They will be moving into a physics 
unit next called Awaken the Force focusing on magnetism and electricity.  They will 
have lots of opportunities for hands-on learning during this unit. 
  
  
8th graders just finished learning about genetics and how genes gives us our traits. 

They are just starting to explore how some traits are more favorable in the environ-

ment and how that affects a species population. 



 

TITLE I UPDATES: 

Please know that 
we continue to value par-
ent and student input. We 
offer events each month 
related to Title I. We 

hope to see you  there! 

Next event: 

Coffee & Chat with 

the Principal 

March 23, 2022  

          MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

The Holabird Music department and its students have been 
hard at work practicing music for our spring concerts which 
will be on the following schedule: 

• Elementary: Tuesday May 25th 

• Middle Band & Strings: Wednesday May 26th 

• Middle Choir: Thursday May 27th 
  
As we get closer we will provide more details for these con-
certs but all concerts will be scheduled to start at approximate-
ly 7pm. We look forward to providing you with live and in per-
son music this spring! Please continue to encourage your chil-
dren to practice music at home and if you have any questions 
to reach out to your child’s teacher. 

——————————————–——————————————————————— 

 

Spring Musical! 

Our Spring Musical/Drama 
production is Beauty and the 
Beast, Jr.  

Show Dates: 

April 22 & April 23 

Dundalk HS Auditorium 

 

More information about ticket 
sales will be shared soon.  

 

 
 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

The Holabird Health Suite will be 

hosting Hearing and Vision 

screening for all 4th and 

8th graders on March 1st, 2nd, 

3rd, 4th, 7th and 8th.  Please be 

sure your student wears their 

glasses or contacts if they have 

them!  We would also like to re-

mind families about our school-

based Wellness Center, that can 

treat illnesses, complete sports 

physicals, and other health relat-

ed needs.  

Mrs. Chelsea Molnar, School Nurse 

Ms. Sharon Ward, Health Suite Assistant 

Mrs. Patty Groncki-Meninger,  

                              Wellness Center  

   From the Health Suite: 


